SIR 


W E are  always  attentif  to  tlie  interef!:  oF  our  friends  & 
Correfpondants , we  therefore  haften  to  give  you  the  Earlleft  & 
fullell  intelligence  of  the  late  encouragement  glvcii  by  thls  Govern- 
ment for  the  importation  of  tobaccos  & American  produis  of  ail 

Kmds  mto  France,  which  is  of  fufficient  importance  to  prove 
acceptable  to  you. 

We  are  on  ail  your  Commands  & very  relpeftfully, 

SIR 


Your  alïïired  humble  Servants  , 

^ P»  French  8c  Nephew, 

Bordeaux  i®.  February  1788. 


L E T T E R 


From  M.  Lambert^  Councellor  of  State  & of  tht 
Council  royal  of  Finance  and  Commerce  ^ Comptroller  general 
of  Finance  to  M,  Jeferfon^  ^inifer  plenipotentuny  for  the 
United  States  of  America  at  the  Court  of  Verfailles, 

Yerfailles  , December  si 9.  1787. 

I HAVE  the  hounour,  Sir,  to  fend  you  a copy  of  an  Arrêt  pafïêd 
in  Council,  for  encouraglng  the  Commerce  of  the  United  States  of 
America  in  France.  I shall  furnish  you  with  a number  of  others  as 
foon  they  shall  be  printed. 

You  will  therein  fee  that  lèverai  confiderable  favors,  not  before 
promifèd  to  the  American  Commerce , hâve  been  added  to  thofè 


(^).  , 

wliicli  tlie  kîng  announced  to  you  , iii  tlie  letter  adreflcd  to  yoa 
on  tlie  22/’  of  oiSlober  of  tlie  laft  year. 

If  in  thc  mean  time  aiiy  duties  hâve  been  levied,  contrary  to 
the  intentions  of  that  letter,  they  shall  be  repaid  on  hgbt  of  the 
voiichers. 

I liave  allb  ordered  a vérification  of  the  fa61:s  whereon  it  was 
reprefented  to  you,  that  tlie  decilion  of  the  24.  of  mai  1786  , 
relative  to  tlie  Commerce  of  tobacco,  had  not  been  fully  executed. 
Be  afllired  that  if  it  shall  appear  tliat  engagements  hâve  been  evaded  , 
which  were  taken  under  the  fanftion  of  the  king , eiïèdlual  provilion 
shall  be  made  for  their  fcrupulous  fulfillment. 

You  will  learn  alfo  with  plcafure  that  the  meafiires  I hâve  taken  to 
prevent  the  interruption  of  the  Commerce  of  tobacco  , hâve  had  full 
fiiccess. 

Tins  commodity  shall  not  be  excepted  from  among  thofe  to  which 
the  right  of  entrepôt  is  given.  The  farmers  general  shall  hâve  no 
prefcrence  in  thc  purchafès , the  proprietors  shall  be  perfe^fly  mafiers 
of  their  Ipeculations  , and  frée  to  export  their  tobaccoes  by  fèa  to 
foreign  countries. 

Meafiires  only  mull:  be  taken  to  prevent  thoie  frauds  to  which 
the  entrepôt  mlght  ferve  as  a pretextj  and  the  chambers  of  com- 
merce for  the  ports  shall  be  confulted , in  order  that  the  précau- 
tions necefiàry  for  this  purpofe,  niay  not  be  in  a form  incompatible 
with  that  liberty  which  Commerce  ought  to  enjoy  in  its  opérations. 

Although  the  prefent  ftock  of  the  farmers  general  amounts  to 
about  three  years  confumption  I bave  engaged  that  company  to 
continue  to  purchafe  yearly  from  the  day  of  january  1788.  to 
the  end  of  their  leafi  fourteen  thouland  hogsheads  of  tobacco  brought 
direcbly  into  the  ports  of  France  in  French  or  American  bottoms, 
and  to  shew  at  the  end  of  every  four  months  that  their  purchafès 
amount  to  four  thouland  lix  hundred  and  hxty  fix  hogsheads. 

As  to  the  prices  , you  hâve  been  fenlible  yourlelf  of  the  neceJlity 
of  leaving  them  free  ; and  tins  freedom  of  price  was  the  principal 
objeét  of  the  applications  of  the  American  and  French  merchants 
when  they  complained  of  the  contrat  of  Morris. 

The  détermination  then  taken  to  force  the  purchafès  of  tobacco, 
tho  at  nigli  prices , infbmuch  that  the  farmers  general  now  finj 


( 3 ) 

themfelves  poffeffed  of  tliree  years  provifion , sJicws  that  tlje  iiiterefis 
Ot  the  planters  and  niercliants  of  t]je  United  States  of  America 
nave  ever  been  precious  to  the  Klng. 

The  arrêt  of  Council  herein  incloftd , and  the  other  régulations 
U iich  I hâve  the  lionour  of  comiminicating  to  you , arc  a furtlter 

confirmation  of  a truth  tending  fomuch  to  ftrengthen  tire  bands 
Avhich  unité  the  two  nations. 

I hâve  the  lionour  to  be  witli  a very  fincere  and  inviolable 
attachment , you  nioft  humble  and  moft  obedient  fervant. 


Sifrncd 

O 


L A 


M B E R T. 


RàLiasacii*!:  T' 


AN  A C T 

OF  THE  KING’S  COUNCIL  OF  STATE, 

For  the  encouragement  of  the  Commerce  of  France  with  the 

■'  ZJncC\:iJ  S tutc^  j-^ntcrcccx^ 


Decemher  29 

Extrait  from  the  records  of  the  Council  of  State. 

T 

-fl-  he  KING  delirous  of  encouraging  the  commerce  of  his  fubjedls 
with  the  Ünited-States  of  America  and  of  facilitating  hetweenthe  two 
Nations  connections  reciprocally  ufeful:  Having  Iteard  the  report  of 
the  heur  Lambert,  Councellor  of  State  and  of  the  Royal  Council 
of  finance  and  commerce  , Comptroller  general  of  finance  , His 
Majesty  being  in  his  Council  , bas  ordaneid  and  does  ordain  as 
follows  ; 

Article  f i r s t. 

Whale-oils  and  fpermaceti , the  produce  of  the  fishenes  of  the 
citizens  & inhabitants  of  the  United  States  of  America,  vJiich  shall 
be  broLight  into  France  diredtly  in  French  veffels  or  in  thofe  of  the 

A ij 


United  States  shall  continue  to  be  fubjec^led  to  a duty  only  of  feven 
livres  ten  fols  tbe  barrel  of  five  hundred  and  twenty  pounds  welght , 
& whale  fins  shall  be  rubjc61:  to  a duty  of  only  lix  livres  thirteen  fols 
four  deniers  the  quintal  with  tbe  ten  fols  per  livre  on  each  of  the  faid 
duties  ; wiaich  ton  fols  per  livre  shall  ceafe  on  the  laid  day  of  De- 
cember  one  thousand  feven  hundred  &.  ninetyj  Hls  Majefty  referving 
to  himfelf  to  grant  further  favors  to  the  produce  of  the  whale  fisheries 
carried  on  by  the  fîshermen  of  the  United  States  of  America  which 
shall  be  brought  Into  France  in  French  velïèls  or  in  thofè  of  the 
United  States*,  if,  on  the  information  which  Mis  Majefty  shall  caufe 
to  be  taken  thereon  , he  shall  judge  it  expédient  for  the  intereft  of 
the  two  Nations. 

I 1. 

The  other  lish-oiis  and  dry  or  falted  fîsh  , the  produce  in  like 
manner  of  the  fisheries  of  the  citizens  & inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  & brought  alfb  direclly  into  France  , in  their,  or  in  French 
velTels,  shall  not  pay  any  other  nor  greater  duties  than  thofè  to  which 
the  oils  &,  fish  of  the  famé  kind  , the  produce  of  the  fisheries  of 
the  Hanfeatic  towns , or  of  other  the  moid  favored  Nations , are  or 

shall  be  fubjc£f:  in  tlio  jfamc:  colf». 

I I 1. 

The  manufafdure  of  candies  and  tapers  of  fpermaceti  shall  be  per- 
mitted  in  France,  as  that  of  other  candies  & tapers. 

I V. 

Corn,  wheat,  rye  , rice,  peas , beans,  lentils,  flax-fèed  and  other 
feeds,  flour,  trees  and  shrubs  , pot-ash  and  pearl-ash  , skins  and  fur 
of  b eaver,  raw  hides , furs  and  peltry  , and  timber  brought  from 
the  United  States  direèdly  into  France,  in  French  vefiels  or  in  thofè 
of  the  United  States  j shall  not  be  fubjeèlbut  to  a duty  of  one  eighth 
per  cent  on  their  value. 

V. 

Vessels  built  in  the  United  States  ond  fbld  in  France  , or  pur- 
chafed  by  Frenchmen  shall  be  exempt  from  ail  duties  on  proof  that 
they  were  built  in  the  United  States. 


r 

4. 


( 5 ) 

V I. 

Turpentine  ) tar  and  pitch  the  produce  of  the  United  States  of 
America  and  brought  diredly  into  France  in  French  vefiTels  or  in 
tliofè  of  the  United  States  sliall  pay  only  a duty  of  two  and  a lialF 
per  cent  on  their  value,  and  as  well  the  duties  mentioned  in  this 
as  in  the  fburth  article  shall  be  exempt  from  ail  addition  of  Ibus 
per  livre. 

I I. 

The  exportation  of  arms  of  ail  forts , and  of  gun-powder  for 
the  United  States  of  America  , shall  bc  always  permitted  in  French 
velîèls  or  in  thofe  of  the  United  States , paying  for  the  amis  a duty 
of  one  eighth  per  cent  on  their  value  : and  gunpowder  in  that  café 
shall  be  exempt  from  ail  duty  on  giving  a cautionary  bond. 

V I I L 

Papers  of  ail  forts,  even  paper  hangings  and  couloured  papers, 
pafteboard  and  books  shall  be  exempt  from  ail  duties  on  their  embar- 
cation for  the  United  States  of  America,  in  French  vefïèls  or  in 

thofe  of  the  United  States,  and  shall  be  entitled  in  that  café  to 
a rehitution  of  the  fabrication  duties  on  paper  and  paftcboard. 

I X. 

The  Admiralty  duties'on  the  vefïèls  of  the  United  States  entering 
into,  or  going  out  of  the  ports  of  France,  shall  not  be  levied  but 
conformably  with  the  Edidl  of  the  month  of  june  lafï:  in  the  cafés 
therein  provided  for,  and  with  the  Letters-patent  of  the  tenth  of 
january  one  thoufand  fèven  hundred  and  fèventy  for  the  objedts  for 
which  no  provifion  shall  hâve  been  made  by  the  faid  Edidl  : His 
Majefdy  refèrving  to  himfelf  moreover  to  make  known  his  intentions 
as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  faid  duties  shalll  be  levied,  uhether 
in  proportion  to  the  tonnage  of  the  vefïèls  or  otherwifc  , as  alfb  to 
fmplify  the  faid  duties  of  the  Admiralty  and  to  regulate  them  as 
far  as  shall  be  pofïible  on  the  principle  of  reciprocity , as  foon  as 
the  orders  shall  bc  completed  wdiich  were  given  by  His  Majefy 
according  to  the  twcnty-fxth  article  of  the  faid  Edicl  of  the  month 
of  june  lafl. 


(6) 

X. 


The  entrepôt  ( or  ftoring  ) of  ail  the  produftions  and  mercîian- 
dize  of  the  United  States  shall  be  pennitted  for  lix  months  in  ail 
the  ports  of  France  open  to  the  Commerce  of  her  Colonies  ; and 
the  faid  entrepôt  shall  be  fubjeft  only  to  a duty  of  one  eighth  per  cent. 

X I. 

To  favour  the  exportation  of  arms,  hardware,  jewellery  bonne- 
tery  ( * ) of  wool  and  of  cotton  , coarle  woollens  , linali  draperies 
and  Idnlfs  of  coton  of  ail  forts,  and  other  merchandizes  ofFrench 
fabric,  which  shall  be  fent  to  the  United  States  of  America,  in  French 
velïèls  or  in  thofè  of  the  United  States  ; FlisMajefty  refèrves  to  him- 
felf  to  grant  encouragements  which  shall  be  immediately  regulated 
in  his  Council , according  to  the  nature  of  each  of  the  faid  merchandizes. 

X I 1. 

As  to  other  merchandifès  notmentionned  in  this  a6l , brought  direcl- 
ly  into  United  States  in  their  or  in  Fr<?nch  vpflèls , 

or  carried  from  France  to  the  faid  United  States  in  French  vefïèls  or 

in  thofe  of  the  United  States,  and  with  relpefl:  to  ail  commercial  con- 
ventions what  foever  His  Majefty  wills  and  ordains  that  the  citizens 
of  the  United  States  enjoy  in  France  the  famé  rights,  privilèges  and 
exemptions  with  the  Fibjefts  of  His  Majefty  : favmg  the  execution 
of  what  is  provided  in  the  ninth  article  hereof. 

X I I 1. 

His  Majefty  grants  to  the  citizens  and  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States  ail  the  advaiitages  wich  are  enjoyed  or  which  may  be  here 
after  enjoyed  by  the  moft  favored  nations  in  his  Colonies  of  America 
and  moreover  His  Majefty  allures  to  the  faid  citizens  and  inhabitants 


( ) Thisterm  inclucles  bonnets  ftoddngs , focks  underwaift  coats  , drawer  gloves 
and  mitaines  as  fold  by  the  bonnetiers. 


of  the  United  States  ail  tlic  privilèges  and  advantages  wliich  his  oun 
fubjefts  of  France  enjoy  or  sliall  enjoy  in  Alla  and  in  the  fcales 
leading  tliereto  ; provided  always  that  their  velTels  sliall  liave  heeii 
fîtted  ont  and  difiiatched  in  forac  port  of  the  United  States. 

IIis  Majeldy  coniniands  and  orders  M.  le  Duc  de  Penthievre  , Ad- 
mil  al  of  Fiance,  the  Intendants  and  Commifîaries  de  parti  in  the  pro- 
vinces, tlicConimilTa-Ties  de  parti  for  the  obfervation  of  the  ordinances 
in  the  adniiialties , the  oiîicers  of  the  admiralties  maflers  of  the  ports  , 
judges  des  tiaites,  and  ail  others  to  whom  it  shall  belong  to  be  aiding 
in  the  execution  of  the  prelent  régulation  which  shall  be  regiidered 
in  the  offices  of  the  laid  admiralties  read  published  and  pofted  whe- 
rever  sliall  be  neceflary. 

Done  in  the  King’s  council  of  State,  His  Majefly  prefent,  held 
at  Verlàilles  the  twenty  ninth  of  december  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred  and  eighty  fèven. 

Signed  LE  Comte  de  la  Luzerne. 


)’h  a/1. , 


El?' 

ViUc 


